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NEWSLETTER 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

A belated Happy New Year to everyone. I hope you all had a lovely Christmas and that you enjoyed the 
‘amended’ version of the Nativity DVD!!!!. Many apologies for the issues with the first one.  

Thankyou for all the generous gifts & cards received, we are all very, very grateful. 

Our topic this half term has been ‘Similarities’ and ‘Differences’ where the children have been comparing 
and learning about Opposites, Feelings, Weather, Food, Animals and Size and Shape. We will also be 
celebrating Valentines Day and Chinese New Year (year of the Pig). Nicola will be cooking Spring Rolls with 
the children on Tuesday and the Chinese theme will continue all week. 

10 Years On………... 

January saw me proudly celebrate an ‘amazing’ 10 years as Manager of Huntingfield Pre-School. The Pre-
School has seen many changes in those 10 years, but the icing on the cake was being judged as ‘Outstanding’ 
by Ofsted in January 2018. It has been an absolute pleasure to have met so many lovely families and of 
course to watch so many little ones grow and move on to Primary School. But of course, most importantly, 
are my AMAZING staff team who have made this possible. 

Here’s to the next 10 years!!!  

Staff Update 

Sadly, we will be saying ‘Goodbye’ to Auntie Julia who is leaving us at half term. Julia started at Huntingfield 
in 2010 and has been an important part of our happy team for over 8 years. We will all miss her very much 
but wish her well for the future. I need to re-organise Julia’s key children and I will be speaking to the 
parents concerned at the parent morning, which Julia will still be part of. 

IMPORTANT DATE CHANGE 

As displayed in the foyer, please note that we now break up for half term on THURSDAY 14 FEBRUARY 
NOT Friday 15th. This is due to staff training. I apologise for any inconvenience this may cause. 

Parent Morning 

Pre-School will be closed to the children on Monday 25 February (we re-open on Tuesday 26th) so that we 
can hold our parent morning. This will give you the opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and any 
concerns that you may have and also to look at your child’s folder. The appointment slips were given out last 
week. If you have not returned the slip, I will assume that you do not want a meeting? 

I will be running a creche in Room 4 so you will be able to have your meeting without any distractions! 
However, I would be grateful if you would only plan to use this as a last resort, as space in Room 4 is limited. 
THANK YOU 

BACK2BACK PRINT STUDIO  

This has nothing to do with Huntingfield Pre-School news, but I wanted to take this opportunity to promote 
my daughter Katie’s new business. Katie is a Graphic Designer who has recently started her own ECO 
FRIENDLY business. She designs and prints business cards/brochures/flyers/posters/letterheads/
Invitations/Menus/Order of Services (Funerals/Weddings) to name but a few. I know some of my families 
themselves run their own businesses, so maybe Katie could be of some help? I am attaching further details, 
so please have a look and I can assure you she is really good! (not just because she is my daughter) 

THANK YOU  
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Coffee Mornings 

Rachel (Bobby’s mum) and Kerstin (Joshua’s mum) will continue to run parent/grand-parent/carer Coffee 
Mornings every month, on different days for those of you who can’t attend on certain days. The date is always 
displayed in the foyer at least a week before. The next coffee morning will be displayed shortly due to it 
being cancelled last Friday because of the bad weather. I would like to remind you that a small donation is 
needed please (£1) to cover the cost of the tea/coffee/milk/ biscuits/heating etc.  

What is That?  

Sometimes children may produce a piece of work whereby you have absolutely no idea what it is. It may look 
like a mess to you, just colour/material on a piece of paper but to them it is a ‘masterpiece’. Quite often they 
have sat at the craft table creating their ‘masterpiece’ for ’mummy’ or ’daddy’ for a considerable time. They 
have painted, mixed, shredded, cut, drawn, coloured and stuck to achieve perfection. Please can I remind you 
that it is the process that the children go through, not the end result that is important! 

Children’s Learning  

Each day, after registration, the children in the hall are split into two groups for circle time. One group 
remains in the hall and the other group is taken to room 1, so enabling quality learning for all groups. Circle 
times consist of “Good Morning”, counting, date/days of the week, reminders of rules & routines and our 
theme for that day as highlighted on the planning (could be phonics, feely bag, musical instruments/sound box, 
memory game, number activities, story, singing or topic discussion) During the morning the children are 
organised into their insect groups for 40 minutes of physical/outside play. Structured focus activities 
throughout the morning (particularly in Room 5) include writing, phonics, numbers and mathematical games, 
sharing activities, computer activities and possibly reading.  If we feel your child is ready to begin early 
reading, in other words if they have a good understanding of identifying many letter sounds particularly the 
SATPIN letters/sounds and how to sound out each letter and blend them to then identify the word, then they 
are ready. At this stage  your child’s key person will begin the Oxford Reading Tree books with them and this 
will be discussed with you and set as a ‘next step.’ Your child will be given a new book each week and this will 
be sent home in a zippa bag with a contact book. Your key person will keep the book updated with comments as 
to how your child is progressing so if you could do the same we would appreciate it!   

Our ‘Special Box’ activity is a 20 minute, 1-1 or small group (2-3 children) activity, involving a box full of 
special exciting items put together to capture and hold a child’s focus and attention and also encourage 
communication skills. We are aiming this activity at children who have difficulty with listening, attention and 
speaking. We choose children who we feel would benefit from this daily activity and I will advise you if I have 
included your child in the group. 

While I appreciate that most parents want their children to have a good education, it is also very important 
that children are equipped with the basic social skills in life, it is such an important part of their learning and 
development. Sometimes parents put more emphasise on their children learning to write their name, read, 
count or develop letter and sound skills, than basic social skills. While I agree that these skills are important 
and need nurturing, we are a Pre-School, where children should be learning how to play with each other, share, 
develop independence and gain in confidence. Learning through play and not worksheets is how children at 
Huntingfield learn, develop and achieve, while still having fun.   

Healthy Eating 

It is common knowledge that children’s diets contain too much sugar. As a Pre-School, we are continually 
trying to encourage and promote healthy eating and I have displayed some information on the parent notice 
board that you may find useful. At the children’s snack time, we offer healthy alternatives, such as bagels, 
crackers, snack-a-jacks, malt bread, pitta bread, breadsticks, toast and a varied range of familiar and 
unfamiliar fruits and vegetables.  Drinks continue to be milk or water. Sweets will only be given if parents 
bring them in for their child’s Birthday. (PLEASE ALSO SEE SEPARATE NOTE REGARDING THIS) Can I 
ask that you only bring in something like chocolate buttons/magic stars or Haribo’s, as some children have 
allergies or special dietary requirements. STRICTLY NO NUTS!! At lunch club we would be grateful if 
parents could all make sure that their child has a sandwich and a piece of fruit included in their lunch. 
Alternatives to sandwiches could be pitta bread, crackers, wraps or bagels. Please no fizzy or drinks high in 
sugar! Fruit should be cut into small pieces (grapes in half-lengthways and bananas sliced into half moons, no 
kiwis please!) to prevent choking.  We hope you will support us in trying to keep your child healthy!   
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Sweets 

As previously mentioned, many children are eating too much sugar in their diets. For many years, children at 
Huntingfield have enjoyed sweets given out as a treat for a child’s Birthday (brought in by parents). Recently, 
we have been discussing whether an alternative to sweets could be an option? On a couple of occasions, 
parents have brought in other items such as Pencils, Bubbles or Small Balls as an alternative to sweets, which 
is quite a nice idea. I am not banning sweets at Huntingfield, I feel it is up to you! But sometimes, some months 
are full of Birthdays and therefore it seems like sweets are given out too much?  

I would welcome your thoughts? 

World Book Day 

Thursday 7 March is World Book Day. As in previous years we would love your children to dress up as a 
favourite character of a favourite book. So get thinking and let your or their, imaginations run wild!! Please do 
not worry if your child does not want to dress up, this is optional. 

Room 5 

Room 5 is continuing to be a great success. The children who will be going to Primary School this September 
are all benefitting from 2-3 mornings there each week. Karen and Sarah will shortly be sending home their own 
newsletter to update you. 

As I will be re-organising my staff rota for after half term, it is likely that some of the children’s allocated 
mornings in Room 5 will change. So please can you check the list in the foyer when you return after the break. 

Home Learning Packs 

The Home Learning packs are continuing to be a great success! If you have not yet seen them in the foyer 
please do have a look. Thank you to everyone who has borrowed them and completed the feedback form, your 
comments are very constructive. 

Wanted 

We would be grateful for any multi-cultural packets/boxes/containers etc that we can use in our role play 
supermarket. THANK YOU 

Term Dates 

The updated Calendar is on the parent notice board in the foyer and also on my website.  

Finally 

Just to remind you, we will be breaking up for half term on Thursday 14  February and returning on Tuesday 
26 February. Monday 25 February is our Parent Morning, the pre-school will not be open for the children.  

 

Elaine 


